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National Civil War Museum, Harrisburg, PA





The Girl Scout Gold Award is the highest and most prestigious award a girl can achieve in Girl Scouting. Since 
1916, the award has stood for excellence and leadership for girls everywhere. We would like to congratulate 

today’s honorees who join the ranks of generations of young women who have made a difference in their 
communities and beyond over the years.

History of the Girl Scout Gold Award
The Golden Eagle of Merit, the highest award in Girl Scouting from 1916 to 1919, marked the beginning of a 

long tradition of using prestigious awards to recognize girls who make a difference in their communities and 
in their own lives.

From 1940 to 1963, the Curved Bar Award was the highest honor in Girl Scouting.

From 1963 to 1980, First Class was the highest award. To achieve First Class meant a girl was an “all-around” 
person with some skills in many fields and a proficiency in one.

In 1980, the Girl Scout Gold Award became the highest award a Girl Scout could earn. Someone once 
described the Girl Scout Gold Award as being “what you really want to be remembered for” in Girl Scouting. 

For many, the leadership skills, organizational skills and sense of community and commitment that come 
from “going for the Gold” set the foundation for a lifetime of active citizenship.

The Gold Award Project
The Gold Award project is the culmination of all the work a girl puts into “going for the Gold.” It is something a 
girl can be passionate about—in thought, deed and action. The project is something that fulfills a need within 

a girl’s community (whether local or global), creates change and, hopefully, is something that becomes 
ongoing. The project is more than a good service project—it encompasses organizational, leadership and 

networking skills.

Did you know?
A Girl Scout who has earned her Gold Award immediately rises one rank in any of the U.S. military branches.



2011 Girl Scout Gold Award Event
Saturday, June 25, 2011

National Civil War Museum, Harrisburg, PA

11:30 a.m.
Welcome & Opening Ceremony
Kate Crowley, Chair of the Board of Directors,

Girl Scouts in the Heart of Pennsylvania

12:00 p.m.
Lunch is Served

12:45 p.m.
Keynote Speaker

Kathleen McGinty, Senior Vice President,
Weston Solutions, Inc.

1:00 p.m.
Presentation of Scholarship Awards

1:15 p.m.
Presentation of 2011 Girl Scout Gold Awards

1:45 p.m.
Closing Ceremony

Today’s Girl Scout Gold Award Event honors girls who earned their awards between April 16, 2010 and April 7, 2011.



Mistress of Ceremonies
Kate Crowley serves as Board Chair for the Girl Scouts in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
Council. She has been employed by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection for the last 25 years and is currently the Water Program Manager in the 
Department’s Northeast Regional Office in Wilkes-Barre. Kate was the first woman 
to occupy this position statewide and now is the senior Water Manager in the 
Commonwealth. She is a 1999 graduate of the Leadership Development Institute for 
Women in State Government. Kate has a B.S. in Civil and Environmental Engineering 
from Clarkson University in Potsdam, New York.

A former Girl Scout from southern tier New York State, Kate has held a number of 
positions in Girl Scouting including serving as Board Secretary for GSHPA. She recently chaired the Long Range 
Property Planning Task Group which completed a master plan for the council’s camp properties.

Kate was also an officer of the former Scranton Pocono Council, chair of two Women of Distinction events, member 
of the Property Committee and subcommittee chair for the Council Performance Assessment. Previously honored 
as a Woman of Distinction, she also was involved with the merger, serving on the Council Realignment Committee and 
co-chairing the Service Delivery Subcommittee.

Kate is an active volunteer in the community, coordinating the American Cancer Society Daffodil Days sales at her 
workplace for more than ten years and having served on the advisory board of the Keystone College Water Discovery 
Center. She is a trained American Red Cross disaster services responder and frequently assists with fundraisers for 
her county’s Red Cross chapter.

Kate has a passion for Girl Scouting, an organization she credits with her current professional success.

Keynote Speaker
Kathleen A. McGinty is new to the GSHPA Board of Directors. She is Senior Vice 
President and Managing Director of Strategic Growth at Weston Solutions, Inc., a 
company focused on sustainable property remediation and redevelopment in the U.S. 
and abroad.  Ms. McGinty is also an Operating Partner at Element LLC, a private equity 
firm investing in early and mid-stage clean technology companies.  She is a Director at 
NRG Energy, Inc., a leading wholesale power company and Iberdrola USA, Inc., a gas and 
electric utility.

In July 2008, Ms. McGinty stepped down as Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 
and as Chair of the Pennsylvania Energy Development Authority.  During her tenure, she helped lead the state’s 
successful effort to attract market-leading clean technology and renewable energy companies to headquarter and 
manufacture in Pennsylvania, bringing more than $1 billion in new investment and creating some 3,000 new jobs.

Previous to her service in Pennsylvania, Ms. McGinty was President Bill Clinton’s Chair of the White House Council 
on Environmental Quality and Legislative Assistant and Environmental Advisor to then-Senator Al Gore. She was 
also a Senior Visiting Fellow for a year in New Delhi, India at TERI, the Tata Energy Research Institute. Ms. McGinty 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry from Saint Joseph’s University and a Juris Doctor from Columbia 
University School of Law, as well as three honorary doctorates in Public Service and Humane Letters.  Ms. McGinty 
was designated a “Global Leader for Tomorrow” by the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, and Woman 
of the Year by the Women’s Council on Energy and the Environment.  She is the recipient of numerous awards for 
environmental leadership including the Ansel Adams Award of The Wilderness Society, the “All the Right Stuff” award 
of the Apollo Alliance and the “Unsung Hero” award of the League of Conservation Voters. She and her husband, Dr. 
Karl Hausker, have three daughters and live in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania.



INSPIRES

We’re committed to helping tomorrow’s 
community leaders become stronger, 
better-equipped achievers. That’s why 
PNC is a proud sponsor of the Girl 
Scouts in the Heart of Pennsylvania.

Congratulations to the 2011 
Gold Award recipients.
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Thank You
Girl Scouts in the Heart of Pennsylvania would like to 
thank everyone who made today possible, especially 
PNC Financial Services Group, Inc., the Gold Sponsor for 
the 2011 Girl Scout Gold Award Event .

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank our 
Supporting Sponsors:

     James Smith Dietterick & Connelly LLP
     Wise Solutions Inc.
     
Benefactor Sponsor:
     Gene Latta Ford

And our Patron Sponsors:
     Clear Brook Manor
     Ms. Linda Hersperger
     Mrs. Mary Louise McDowell
     MeadWestvaco
     Montrose Business & Professional Women’s Club
     Pennstar Bank
     Ms. Carolyn Pfeifer
     Mrs. Karen Shustack

A special thank you to Pealer’s Flowers & Company 
and Marion C. Alexander for providing the flowers for 
today’s event, as well as to Girl Scouts in the Heart of 
Pennsylvania Junior Troop 10846, from Service Unit 
176 in Dauphin County, for performing today’s flag 
ceremony.

2011 Board of Directors

Jane Ransom, President & Chief Executive Officer ~ 
Cumberland County

Kate Crowley, Chair ~ Wyoming County

Carolyn Warman, Vice-Chair ~ York County

Melinda Inners, Secretary ~ York County

Paul Lewis, Treasurer ~ York County

Members at Large

Marion C. Alexander ~ Dauphin County

Janice Black ~ Dauphin County

Bonnie Burke ~ Columbia County

Catherine Bush ~ York County

Sara Goulet ~ Dauphin County

Veronica Longenecker ~ Lancaster County

Kathleen McGinty ~ Cumberland County

Laura Muia ~ Lackawanna County

Heidi Nicholas ~ Centre County

Alycia Schwartz ~ Wayne County

Manisha M. Shah-Nahar ~ Luzerne County

Karen F. Snider ~ Dauphin County

Robena Spangler ~ Dauphin County

Coquese Washington ~ Centre County

Alexis Wilkinson ~ Monroe County



2011 Girl Scout Gold Award Recipients

Elizabeth Andrzejewski
Lackawanna County

Habitat for Bats
Addressed the decline in the bat population due to fungus.

Rebecca Argot
Monroe County

Austin T. Blakeslee Creek Maintenance Project
Addressed the new Austin T. Blakeslee natural area in her community.

Jennifer Balinski
Snyder County

You Are Beautiful
Promoted self acceptance and acceptance of others among high school-
aged girls.

Kelsey Belenko
Union County

Preserving Local History
Addressed the preservation and organization of artifacts and books in 
Northumberland’s Priestly-Forsyth Memorial Library historical room.

Heidi Benner
Adams County

Living History
In her museum tours, people learned how farming started with farming 
equipment.

Julianne Berg
York County

York Literacy Council: ESL Culture Re-Do for Tutoring Room
Addressed immigration and literacy.

Amanda Berger
Union County

An Apple A Day
Project involved educating the public about Pennsylvania’s apple heritage.

Kristin Berger
Union County

An Apple A Day
Addressed the problem of the unhealthy lifestyles led by many Americans.

Jamie Bohenick
Dauphin County

How Dogs Changed Lives from Girl Scouts to Grandparents
Helped Susquehanna Service Dogs by encouraging people to come to an 
event.

BreAnna Bretzman
Adams County

Prayer Garden for Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Designed and planted a prayer garden for Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in 
York Springs, PA.

Alexandria Brown
Lycoming County

Fun with Cooking
Organized cooking classes for children younger than herself.

Rachel Brown
Schuylkill County

Community Beautification Mural
Painted a mural on the side of a local pool building.

Rosemary Bucher
Dauphin County

Write On Summer Workshop
Created a four-day fiction writing workshop for teenagers.

Elise Buffinton
Union County

Gymnastics for Preschool and Elementary School Children
Addressed the need for gymnastics plans for the LARA Gymnastics Center in 
Lewisburg.

Julia Buffinton
Union County

Creation of Magazine Display, Storage, Archiving and Recycling 
Facilities at the Public Library for Union County
Renovated the magazine collection at the library.

Kyra Buleza
York County

York Literacy Council
Renovation of the waiting room for the Literacy Center.



2011 Girl Scout Gold Award Recipients

Mersadies Burch
Lycoming County

Nature Trail
Refurbished a nature trail.

Meredith Bush
Lancaster County

Basic Computer Classes for the Elderly
Planned and conducted basic computer classes for elderly residents at 
Masonic Villages of Elizabethtown.

Marissa Caldwell
Adams County

Book Buddies
Addressed the issue of illiteracy in her community by providing a fun 
environment in which to read.

Andrea Carr
Luzerne County

Women’s Firsts and Other Women of Distinction
Held a women’s conference at the local Misericordia University.

Tracy Chopek
Monroe County

Wheelchair Garden for Slate Belt Nursing Home
Addressed the need for nursing home residental involvement in the 
community and environment.

Olivia Curcillo
Dauphin County

The Magic of Reading
Addressed the issue of illiteracy in America.

Alexandra DiSanto
Dauphin County

Prom Dress Give Away
To help a multitude of girls who cannot afford to buy prom dresses.

Jacqueline DiSanto
Lancaster County

Cleaning Up a Trail at the Salisbury Elementary School
Cleaned up a trail that was abandoned for many years and reconstructed the 
trail for children to explore.

Brittany Etters
Centre County

Howard Area Veterans’ Memorial
Established the Howard Area Veterans’ Memorial.

Laura Faux
Union County

Arts and Crafts For and By Kids
Volunteered at the Snyder Union Mifflin Child Development Center.

Karah Fissel
Adams County

Basketball Skill Development
Addressed the fact that the current Upper Adams Elementary Girls 
Basketball Program was not producing players with sufficient skill sets.

Alyse Fong
Centre County

Wall Mural
Painted a mural on the back of a desolate wall in the downtown area of her 
community.

Megan Gallagher
Columbia County

The Berwick Community Choir
Hosted a spring concert at the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.

Chelsea Gemmill
York County

Safe from the Sun
Addressed melanoma and skin cancer prevention.

Valerie Glunz
Schuylkill County

Building Success: A Young Women’s Career and College Expo
Held a career and college expo for young women in Schuylkill County.

Corinne Helwig
Adams County

Reaching Out to the Children of Peru
Addressed poor dental hygiene in the country of Peru.



2011 Girl Scout Gold Award Recipients

Sarah Henry
Monroe County

Austin T. Blakeslee Creek Maintenance Project
Took part in the development of the Austin T. Blakeslee Natural Area.

Jacqueline Hoerst
Pike County

Painting for Pike’s Pets
Project consisted of cleaning and painting for the Pike County Humane 
Society.

Margaret Joy
Monroe County

Awareness Against Domestic and Sexual Violence Through Art
Held an art contest and an art show at East Stroudsburg North High School.

Colleen Karl
York County

Melodic Minors
Organized a music tutoring workshop for a local middle school.

Danielle Knauer
Lancaster County

Covers for Caring
Made quilts for Lutheran World Relief.

Kayla Krenitsky
Dauphin County

Tennis Clinics for Eighth Grade Girls
Held tennis clinics for girls to encourage interest in the sport.

Andrea Krohe
Centre County

Wall Mural
Created a mural to liven up an area that is more oriented toward children, 
parents and youth in the State College area.

Corey Leight
Monroe County

From Path to Life
Raised awareness about homelessness in communities.

Ashley Logar
Cumberland County

Showing Them the Way
Promoted the Wildcat Way at Shepherdstown Elementary School in 
Mechanicsburg.

Katelyn Macbeth
Lancaster County

Ironville Cemetery Beautification/Meditation Area
Created a beautification/meditation area in the Ironvillle Cemetery.

Heather Miller
York County

Another Step in Franklintown History
Project consisted of building a flagpole with a bench and stones for the 
Franklintown Borough and residents who visit Archie Hess Memorial Park.

Morgan Miller
York County

Fixing up Dallastown Concession Stand
Renovated the Dallastown concession stand.

Nicholle Mills
York County

The Revival
Updated Hanover Little Theater with minor renovations.

Rachel Mizanty
Lackawanna County

Renovation and Renewal of the Sherwood Park Memorial Rose Garden
Addressed a memorial rose garden that had been neglected.

Kaitlin Mottle
Pike County

Love an Animal-Pet Adoption Day
Hosted a pet adoption day.

Anna Moyer
Centre County

Your Special Chef: Website of Adaptive Recipes for Special Needs 
Children and Classrooms
Created a resource Web site for life skills teachers and parents of special 
needs children that included more than 20 full-color adapted picture 
recipes.



2011 Girl Scout Gold Award Recipients

Courtney Mundt
Centre County

Penns Valley Band  Camp
Project addressed the need to provide personal attention to music students.

Nicole Nicholson
York County

Spring Valley Renovation
Renovated the Spring Valley Park.

Suzanne Noll
Columbia County

Health and Fitness Camp
Led a health and fitness camp to fight childhoold obesity.

Elizabeth Otterbein
York County

Horn Farm History Preservation Project
Developed a guided tour of the farm as an oral history preservation project.

Ashley Pander
York County

Carpe Diem: A Butterfly Garden
Addressed the diminishing butterfly populations at Country Meadows and 
made the garden a peaceful area for the residents.

Anna Payonk
Lancaster County

All Washed Up
Project geared toward children to address the importance of washing your 
hands to help prevent sickness and therefore not miss any school.

Amanda Peters
Cumberland County

Letort Park
Renovated the park.

Jennifer Pike
Pike County

Helping Cinderella
Her project benefited others in the community by reducing the financial 
burden that comes along with school social events.

Sarah Priga
Lancaster County

Generations Helping Generations
Made and donated blankets to the Milagro House of Women.

Gabrielle Reed
Dauphin County

Summer Youth Volleyball Program
Offered a five week volleyball program for girls in grades 5-8.

Victoria Rendina
Luzerne County

The Shawnee Trail
Renovated the Shawnee Trail.

Breanne Robinson
Adams County

Immaculate Conception Thrift Shop Renovations
Renovated thrift shop to benefit the community.

Leah Robinson
Dauphin County

Care Free Time at Hershey Chocolate World
Created a program to benefit underprivileged children in Central PA.

Paige Robinson
Lycoming County

Nature Trail
Created a nature trail to promote a stress-free environment of learning and 
fitness.

Amanda Rowe
Lancaster County

Stream Survey
The purpose of the project was to check the water quality of streams.

Erin Schaeffer
Schuylkill County

Paws 4 Art
Addressed the self image of the SPCA.

Johanna Sites
York County

Horse Rescue
Addressed the issues of horse slaughter, abuse and abandonment.



2011 Girl Scout Gold Award Recipients

Anne Skrabak
Dauphin County

Delivering Viable Disciples
Created a brochure and a DVD for Charlton United Methodist Church to 
increase membership and involvement.

Kaitlyn Spinella
Cumberland County

Make Healthy Easy
Created, planned and ran an after-school program for elementary school 
students that focused on the importance of nutrition and fitness.

Lindsey Stamer
Wyoming County

Sunday School Classroom Renovation
Renovated a Sunday school classroom.

Natasha Stark
Adams County

Repairing a Short Bus
Took a 1960 Carpenter handicap bus and repaired it for the transportation of 
local Boy Scouts.

Elizabeth Steed
York County

Teaching Young Kids
Taught children to learn different concepts.

Emily Stemmler
Schuylkill County

106 Horse Trails
Addressed knowledge and information on trails where riders can take their 
horses.

Rachel Stermer
York County

Parking Lot Safety and Building of Preschool Entrance
Built an entrance way outside the door of a preschool at her church.

Clariece Swan
Dauphin County

DCLS Summer Reading Program Kick Off
Raised the awareness of the Summer Reading Program at the Dauphin 
County Library.

Erin Thomas
York County

York Literacy Council
Addressed the community’s ongoing struggle with illiteracy.

Cara Uhrich
Cumberland County

Help for Hershey Med
Collected donations for Penn State Hershey Medical Center.

Sarah Walsh
Cumberland County

Project Boo
Addressed underprivileged children who could not afford Halloween 
costumes.

Maura Warner
Susquehanna County

Heath and Safety Fair for Children Ages  5-11
Created a fair that focused on the health of children.

Jessica Whitmore
Franklin County

Reading is a Treasure
Project promoted reading in kindergarten through 5th grade to students who 
may not have access to a public library.



2011 Girl Scout Gold Award Recipients

Dana Williams
Luzerne County

The Shawnee Trail
Renovated the Shawnee Trail.

Abigail Wilson
Dauphin County

Created a Music Library at a High School
Created a music library at a local high school to share her love of music.

Audrey-Marie Winn
Schuylkill County

Yes You-th Can!
Created a space to give the youth of the congregation a place to gather and 
become more involved in activities with the church.

Danielle Yakup
Lycoming County

Nature Trail
Restored an old nature trail behind her local high school and created a place 
the community could use to experience nature.

Amy Zalewski
Luzerne County

The Shawnee Trail
Renovated the Shawnee Trail.

Thank You to Our Gold Award Advisors!
North

Northeast

Ellen Batdorf

Kristie Batdorf

Charlee Biacco

Linda Campman-Ruble

Dorothy Hillyard

Kim King

Rosellen Wenzel

Phileshia Dombroski

Alice Rae Kutish

Joan Meehan

Fran Moriarty

Ursula Parshley

Sarah Piccini

Becky Pickett

Sherry Riley

Sara Schott

Kathy Scrudato

Barb Smith

Sue Snell

South

Lisa Buckles

Mary Ellen Douglass

Judy Fox

Peggy Frantz

Tammy Gross

Kathy Ledzinski

Connie Yoder

South Central

Melanie Brandt

Terry Cohee

Carol Eberly

Janelle Flanagan

Lynn Goodling

Della Hoke-Uvick

Mary Jo Keiter

De Lenker

Karen Manderson

Deb Milakovic

Priscilla Ross

Ronnie Trimmer

West

Beth Anne Bodtorf

Lynn DeLuca

Patricia “Ann” Dunlavy

Alison Goodman

Judy Reed

Nancy Silber

Juliette Gordon Low in uniform awarding Golden Eaglet to Girl Scout, 1919.

We apologize for any accidental oversights, misspellings and/or misstatements.



Andren Memorial Scholarship:
 Leah Robinson, Dauphin County ~ $1,000

Gold Scholarships
Erin Thomas, York County ~ $1,000

Katelyn MacBeth, Lancaster County ~ $750
Elizabeth Otterbein, York County ~ $750

Breanne Robinson, Adams County ~ $750
Audrey Winn, Schuylkill County ~ $750

Graduating Senior Scholarships
Shannon Callahan, Dauphin County ~ $500
Megan Gallagher, Columbia County ~ $500

Elizabeth Nace, Cumberland County ~ $500
Jennifer Pike, Pike County ~ $500

Jennifer Santo, Lycoming County ~ $500

Schuylkill Scholarship
Meghan Devlin, Schuylkill County ~ $500

2011 Scholarship
Committee Awards

Thank You, Scholarship
Committee Members!

Joy Dougherty, Cumberland County

Eulah (Cookie) Grugan, Cumberland County

Mary Winslow, Cumberland County

Karen Shustack, Dauphin County

Barbara Thompson, Dauphin County

Sue Mummert, Franklin County

Virginia Goodrich, Lackawanna County

Stacey Irwin, Lancaster County

Flora Poulos, Lancaster County 

Marilyn Morgan, Susquehanna County

Girl Scout Promise
	
On my honor, I will try:
	 To serve God* and my country,
	 To help people at all times,
	 And to live by the Girl Scout Law.

*The word God can be interpreted in a number of ways, depend-
ing on one’s spiritual beliefs. When reciting the Girl Scout Promise, 
it is okay to replace the word God with whatever word your spiritual 
beliefs dictate.

Girl Scout Law
	
I will do my best to be
	 honest and fair,
	 friendly and helpful,
	 considerate and caring,
	 courageous and strong, and
	 responsible for what I say and do,
and to
	 respect myself and others,
	 respect authority,
	 use resources wisely,
	 make the world a better place, and
	 be a sister to every Girl Scout.





350 Hale Avenue, Harrisburg, PA 17104

1.800.692.7816

www.gshpa.org • general@gshpa.org

Counties in Our Council

Adams, Carbon, Centre, Clinton,  

Columbia, Cumberland, Dauphin,  

Franklin, Fulton, Huntingdon, Juniata, 

Lackawanna, Lancaster, Lebanon, 

Luzerne, Lycoming, Mifflin, Monroe, 

Montour, Northumberland, Perry, Pike, 

Schuylkill, Snyder, Sullivan, Susquehanna, 

Union, Wayne, Wyoming, York


